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(eaves had fallen in the heat of the sun. In the wild track, abounded the mahua trees whose trunks had hollows and whose flowers had holes in them (Akam. 35i:6-8). The hero did not come to his heroine crossing the shark, -infested wild way, as he used to do (Kuni. 230:5,6). The fruit of the kumil tree in the wild track became the food for the young deer (Nar.6:?,8). The long aerial root of the fig tree in the wild path, brushed against the cow-elephant asleep under the tree, whenever the summer wind blew at dawn. (Nar. 162:9-12). In the terrible wild track, the dry fallen leaves covering the corpses of the strangers killed by highway robbers gave out such a foul stench, that even the hungry jackals that came to feed on them went back. (Nar.i64:6-io). In the rain-fed mountain-side, the female deer rubbing against the kumil trees caused the fruits to fall down; they lay scattered on the many short paths in the wild track like golden ornaments (Nar.274:1-6). In the desert track, lived highway robbers totally bereft of love and mercy, who wounded and plundered the travellers (Kali.15:7 9).
bitm-Tantai (Father)
The heroine told her maid while refusing to see her lord, "Were my womanliness and-nay beauty to be affected and my life to be endangered, do not utter kind words to my lord; For is he not like unto a mother and a father^ to me?" (The heroine implied that their relationship is only that which subsisted between parents and children and not that between husband and wife) (Kuru.93).
Atti - 1   Atlmantiyin Kanavan (The      husband   of Atimanti)
Like an elephant untrained by its mahout learning to play in the river, Atti, indulged in water-play in the river to the sound of his anklet on his feet and the belled cymbal tied to the cincture at his waist; Karikalan who witnessed this along with his retinue, enjoyed
the spectacle (Akam. 376:7-n). The Kaviri maiden, enamoured of the beauty of Atti, as he was dancing in the water-games at Kaiaar water-front, snatched him away for herself. To his dazed wife Atimanti who searched for him in all directions, a woman called Maruti showed where Atti was (Akam. 222:5-12).
2. Kurunilamannan (A petty king) The Cera captains, Nannan, Yerrai, Atti, Kan-kan, Katti, and Punrurai, fought together against the Cola commander Palaiyan and felled him. At this, the irate Cola king Perumput Cermi attacked Kalumalam in Cera country and captured it along with its captain Kanaiyaii
(Akam.44:7-14).
Attiri - Koverukalutai (Mule) The hero used to ride upon a tall chariot with bells, drawn by mules (Akam.350:e-9). The mule on which the hero rode, being attacked by a shark in the backwaters, its pace slackened owing to the wound on its leg. At this, the maid requested the hero to rest and then proceed (Akam.i20:io-i3). Those who went to bathe in the freshes of the Vaikai, rode also upon mules (Pari.io:i6).
Atatpalli - Torpatukkai (Bed made of skins) The soldiers slept on beds of deerskin   in     the huts thatched with leaves     (Matu.3io,3ii). A bed made of sheepskins sewn together   was   used by the herdsmen (Maiai.4is,4i9).
Atar - 1. Vali (Way/path)
The minstrel, crossing many a way came to see Nancil Valluvan (Puram.issn). The servants accompanying the hero on his hunt were delayed because they missed the way (Puram 150:10,11). The band of merchants ran off their path crying in fear at the wild fire fed by the wind. So too, ran the elephant herd, afraid of the tiger (Akam.39:6-11). On every path, memorial-stones had been erected, adorned with the fantail of the peacock; the names and achievements of the warriors who died in the fight